Behavior & Personality Evaluation

For Dogs

Please complete this questionnaire as thoroughly as possible. All of your answers will be confidential. 

The details you provide will give us an early understanding of your dog's problems.  We want our first consultation to be as helpful as possible. Please collaborate with others in your home. More information and more perspectives will make a bigger difference.

Finally, your dog's regular veterinarian needs to stay informed. This will be especially important if medications are used or if there is a physical component to the behavior concern. We will report to your veterinarian as we progress. We will consult with you on the behavior issues until we get the best possible result. 

Owner name: 




Address: 
Pet's Name(s): 
Pet's Age:  
Pet's weight:  

Breed: 
Sex:              Neutered: 
Phone Number(s): 

Work:  
Fax Number: 
Email: 

Name & address of client's regular veterinarian: 
How did you learn of this behavior service? Veterinarian___Website___ Newspaper___ Yellow Pages___ Friend___
At what age was this pet spayed or neutered? ___________
Reason for spaying or neutering: ___________

Any behavior changes after spaying/neutering? ____________________________________


No
Any behavior changes after spaying/neutering? _____________________________________


No

What are the behavior problem(s) that you would like to address, and how much of a problem do you consider the behaviors to be? Please use the chart below.

                                                                                                   Very                                                        Not

                         Problems                                                       Serious                    Serious                  Serious

1.
Has this dog ever been bred? 

Yes 

No

2. If female, did she experience heat cycles before spaying?

Yes

Age of first heat _____________

Date(s) of heat cycles ________________

No

3. How old was your dog when you acquired him/her? ___________

4. Has this dog had other owners?

Yes

If so, how many? _________________

Why was he/she given up   ____________________________________________________

No

5. How long have you had this dog? ______________________

6. Where did you get him/her?

Stray/found

Breeder

SPCA/Humane shelter/Animal Control

Breed Rescue Service

Private Home

Pet Store

Friend

Other (Please explain) ___________________________________________________________

7. Why did you get this dog? ___________________________________________________________

8. When was this dog last thoroughly examined by a veterinarian? ____________________

9. Has there been any lab work, other than heartworm testing, in the past 6 months?

Yes

Please estimate the date ____________

What tests? _______________________________________________________________

10. When was he/she last vaccinated? _______________________

11. How is this dog confined? (please check all that apply)

Allowed to run free, unsupervised

Fenced/kenneled/run

Leash walked 

Outside, unleashed but supervised

Indoors

Outdoors

12. What percentage of the day does he/she spend inside? ___________

13. What kind of living situation do you have?

Apartment

Townhouse/condominium

House with small yard

House with large yard

Farm

14. How many times is he/she let out or walked each day (average)?

0 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

If walked, what is the average length of time for each walk (in minutes)? ________

15. How often is this dog fed meals each day?

1

2

3

4

Free choice fed (food always available)

16. How often is he/she given treats (biscuits, cookies, chewies) each day?

0

1

2

3

4

More often than 4 times daily

17. How often is this dog fed table food each day?

0

1

2

3

4

More than 4 times per day

18. What type of dog food and brand do you feed? _________________________________

19. Does this dog have allergies?

Yes (please specify) ______________________________________________________

No

20. Does he/she have any preexisting or current medical problems?

Yes (please specify) ______________________________________________________

No

21. Is this dog taking heartworm medication?

Yes (brand) _____________________________

No

22. Is he/she taking any other medication?

Yes (please specify) _____________________________________________________

No

23. Have you given your dog supplements like l-tryptopan, 5-HTP, St John’s Wort, melatonin, others?
Yes (please specify) _____________________________________________________

No

24. Are there any sick or injured pets in your home?

Yes (please specify) _____________________________________________________

No

25. Are there any sick or injured people in your home?

Yes (please specify-confidential) ____________________________________________

No

26. Have there been any changes in your household since you've acquired this dog?

Yes

How so (confidential)?

Death of a human in the family

Death of a pet in the family

Divorce

Marriage

Baby 

Family member moved out

Family member moved in

Pet added

Family moved

Change in career (lost or gained jobs)

Other (please specify) __________________________________________________

No

27. Please list the people (including yourself) who are living in the household.

Name              Sex   Age      Relationship               Occupation

# of Hours at Home

                                              (self, husband, wife



           each day

                                                        child, in-law, etc)

28. How does this dog get along with each of these people? Please briefly explain the general interactions that you notice between him/her and each member of the household. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

29. Does this dog pester anyone in the household for attention? (Pawing, barking, jumping up, nudging, etc.) Does it happen often? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
30. How does this dog get along with strangers and other visitors to your home? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
31. Please list all of the pets in the household. List them in the order acquired.

                                                             Species                                             Age             Age

                  Name                               (dog, cat)       Breed         Sex         Obtained       Now

32. How does this dog get along with each of the other pets? Please briefly explain the general interactions        that you notice between this dog and each of the other pets in your household._______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

33. How many puppies were in this dog's litter of origin? _______

Males_____ Females_____

Don't know_____

34. Why did you choose this particular puppy from the litter? _______________________________

35. Why did you choose this particular breed? ___________________________________________

36. Have you had this breed before?

Yes

No

37. Have you had dogs before this one?

Yes

No

38. Have you had cats?

Yes

No

39. Where does this dog sleep? (We know some dogs move around at night.)

In or on your bed

In his/her own bed in your bedroom

In his/her crate in your bedroom

In his/her bed in another room

In his/her crate in another room

On the floor next to your bed

In another room, voluntarily, anywhere he/she wants

In another room (because he/she is locked out) anywhere he/she wants

40. How often do you play with toys or play games with this dog inside the house daily (on average)?

0

1

2

3

4

5

>5

How long does each play session last in minutes (average)? _________________

41. How often do you play with toys or play games with this dog outside the house daily (on average)? 

0

1

2

3

4

5

>5

How long does each play session last in minutes (average)? _________________

42. Describe, in detail, how you prepare to leave the house when your dog will be left alone. Do you ignore him/her, do you seek your dog out to say goodbye, do you make a fuss over him/her, etc?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

43. What does this dog do as you prepare to leave? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                    

44. What is this dog's obedience school history?

No school-trained yourself

Puppy kindergarten

Group lessons-basic

Group lessons-advanced

Private trainer at house

Private trainer-sent to trainer

45. Age when he/she started lessons/training? ________

46. Who took this dog to obedience school? ________________________

47. How did he/she do in obedience school? _______________

48. Does this dog have any obedience titles? ________________________

49. What commands does this dog know and how well?

Sit                  

Perfect        

Usually OK         

Needs Work

Stay               

Perfect        

Usually OK         

Needs Work

Lie Down

Perfect        

Usually OK         

Needs Work

Come 

Perfect        

Usually OK         

Needs Work

Wait 

Perfect        

Usually OK         

Needs Work

Heel 

Perfect        

Usually OK         

Needs Work

Fetch 

Perfect        

Usually OK         

Needs Work

Drop It 

Perfect        

Usually OK         

Needs Work

Other  ___________________________

50. Is there anything else you would like to tell us about your dog's behavior or his/her training? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

51. What kinds of events or triggers seem to cause the problem behavior? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

52. If this dog's behavior involves urinating or defecating in inappropriate places, please explain where these problems occur in your home. Does he or she urinate against vertical objects like walls and doors? Does it happen on horizontal surfaces like floors? Does he/she urinate or defecate on personal items? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

53. What methods have you tried so far to manage your dog's behavior? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

54.  Why have you kept this dog despite his/her behavior problem?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

55.  Are you concerned that you may have caused the problem?

Yes

No

Why? _____________________________________________________________________________  

56.  Do you feel guilty about this problem?

Yes

No

Why? _____________________________________________________________________________

57.  Have you considered finding another home for this dog?

Yes

No 

58.  Has anyone recommended euthanasia?

Yes

No

59.  If you think it would help us to understand your pet's problem, please fax us a map of your house or    the relevant areas of your house i.e. locations of dog beds, fences, etc. (fax 505.792-2121)

Thanks for investing your time and energy in the details of this questionnaire. Now we can get started getting you and your dog through this and on to a better life together. Jeff Nichol, D.V.M.

